
October 19, 2017 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  After a few additions, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion, and all voted 
in favor.  
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes of the October 3rd meeting.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 3rd meeting as submitted, Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson led a discussion regarding window washing for the courthouse.  He stated he felt that the windows 
were in need of washing and didn’t feel that the county had the equipment needed to adequately wash the exterior 
windows of the courthouse.  After some discussion, Donna was asked if her office would be able to contact some private 
businesses to see about getting a quote on window washing before the next board meeting, and she agreed to do this and 
bring estimates back to the board.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson presented the board with an Affidavit of Lost Warrant from Mary Wazelle in the amount of 
$151.00.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Affidavit of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the 
warrant for $151.00 to Mary Wazelle.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board an Application for Exempt Permit for Minnesota Lawful Gambling 
from the Wild Rice Conservation Club for a raffle conducted on November 10, 2017.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve the gambling permit for the Wild Rice Conservation Club, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Kristy Rott, NMPH, addressed the board with a wellness update.  Kristi refreshed the board on the proposal 
presented at the September 21st board meeting for a Worksite Wellness Program for employees involving the county 
purchasing a corporate membership at the Dekko Community Center.  Kristy stated that the corporate membership would 
allow county employees as well as their families to access the Dekko Center daily at a cost of about $5 per employee per 
month.  She asked the board if they had any questions regarding this or if they would be willing to approve moving forward 
with this as an employee benefit beginning in January of 2018.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve the corporate Dekko membership for the county at a monthly rate of $350.00.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Commissioner Bommersbach did ask that Kristy provide the board with usage 
numbers to support the continued membership.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson addressed the board with information provided by custodian, Kelly Kappes, with regard to 
lighting the east parking lot.  Mr. Kappes had received information from Ada Electric for a fixture that would provide twice 
the illumination for one-third of the wattage used by the former light that had been taken down a few years ago when 
exterior work had been done on the courthouse and never replaced.  The cost of this particular fixture would be $710.00 
plus shipping and installation.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall stated that she would check with the MN 
Historical Society to see if this fixture would be allowed to be in compliance for further grant opportunities.   
 
David Stene, CFO and Galen Cariveau, HR services, then updated the board on the new payroll software program (CPUI 
Human Resources Module) and the revised procedures they are recommending to support it, including a two week lag 
strategy between when payroll hours are submitted and when they are paid.  Pay periods will begin at 12:01 a.m. on 
Sunday, and end at midnight on Saturday.  This change will hopefully be implemented beginning in January 2018.  After 
considerable discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize the payroll changes to a biweekly system with a 
two week lag, with a one-time option for an employee to submit to the county to buy back vacation or comp time up to 35 
hours for the first January payroll.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



 
Mr. Cariveau then addressed the board regarding some compliance training and HR Coaching he would like to provide for 
the county employees and department heads.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 
mandatory HR Coaching for department heads and supervisors as well as mandatory compliance training with all county 
employees.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:00 a.m. the county conducted the tax forfeited sale as advertised, with the exception of having pulled one property 
located in Twin Valley from the sale.  This was pulled due to the fact that it was not considered a saleable property to 
anyone other than an adjacent landowner, and a prior sale had been made with an adjacent landowner for the minimum 
bid placed on the property by Commissioner Bommersbach.  Commissioner Jacobson conducted the sale, reading the terms 
for the sale and offering seven properties for sale, however, receiving no bids on any of the properties.  At 10:15 the sale 
concluded and the properties will be available for purchase in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office for the minimum bid until the 
next forfeiture cycle comes around and the properties are reassessed.   
 
At 10:20 a.m. Kevin Ruud, Wild Rice Watershed District Manager, presented the board with information on the One 
Watershed One Plan developed by the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water Resources for coordination and development of 
comprehensive watershed management plans consistent with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B.801.  After some 
discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve CR 10-19-2017-1, a Resolution to Support a Wild Rice 
Watershed One Watershed, One Plan project.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer, presented her agenda to the county board.  The first item on her agenda 
was in regard to the City of Ada requesting Norman County sponsoring its application for Local Road Improvement Program 
(LRIP) funds for the construction of the road at Park Street and Second Street NW.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve CR 10-19-2017-2, a Resolution of Support for Local Road Improvement Program funding for 
Park Street and Second Street NW.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote CR 10-19-2017-
2 was adopted unanimously.   
 
The next item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was a county application for LRIP funding for Phase 2 Construction of CSAH 54 
which is located within the City of Ada’s industrial park.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
approve CR 10-19-2017-3, a Resolution in Pursuit of 2017 Local Road Improvement Program funding from MN DOT for the 
Phase 2 Construction of CSAH 54.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote CR 10-19-2017-3 was 
adopted unanimously.   
 
The third item on Jerilyn’s agenda was an application for work on County Ditch 33 for removal of trees submitted by Gaylan 
Larson, Corey Jacobson, Kevin Paulsrud, Philip Hellerud and J & J Bitker.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to approve the request for tree removal from CD 33, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
The next item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was in regard to the bid process for the Agassiz Trail bridges.  Ms. Swenson 
informed the board that she had prepared the bid process for four (4) bridges on an individual basis so if bids came in over 
the grant amount, she could eliminate one bridge without having to reissue the bid process.  Jerilyn informed the board 
that Korby Contracting was the apparent low bidder for the project, however, it did come in over the grant amount.  After 
some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize awarding Bridge 1, 2 and 4 to Korby Contracting for a total 
of $193,750.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson then gave the board a construction update on CR 161 bridge placement of a triple line box culvert, with 
Gladen Construction performing the work.  Jerilyn showed the board some pictures and stated that they anticipate the road 
being open to traffic next week.   
 
Jerilyn also updated the board on the double line box culvert being placed on SAP-054-598-042 by Olson Construction.   
 
Ms. Swenson also noted that the annual road review had been scheduled for October 27th at 8:00 a.m., however, she had 
failed to remember the Department Head meeting scheduled for that day, and requested a change in the date, giving the 



commissioners a number of days that would work for the Highway Department.  After some discussion, the road review 
was scheduled for November 3rd from 8 a.m. to noon.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to the newly drafted Beaver Control Policy.  
After some discussion and revision, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 10-19-2017-4, a Resolution to approve 
the Norman County Beaver Control Policy as prepared by Attorney Brue with one revision.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the resolution was adopted unanimously.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Randall Olson, of Spring Creek Township, addressed the board regarding beaver control and beaver bounty 
that he feels he has been denied.  After much discussion between the involved parties and reiteration from the board and 
the county attorney, that Mr. Olson had not followed the proper procedures for receiving bounty payments, the discussion 
came to a close.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. Rita Albrecht, AICP, Northwest Regional Director, MN DNR, addressed the board regarding the Prairie Smoke 
Dunes Scientific Natural Area/Wildlife Management Area acquisition of property in Sundal Twp, currently owned by Mark 
Larson.  Ms. Albrecht asked the board to separate the land acquisition request from the long standing issue with regard to 
the gate across the access road on the north side of the Prairie Smoke Dunes SNA.   
 
Nathan Kestner, Regional Manager of Ecological & Water Resources, then addressed the board with an update on where 
the DNR is at regarding the gate located on the private road on the north boundary of the Prairie Smoke Dunes.  Mr. 
Kestner presented the board with information regarding the recently signed survey of Daniel A. Drusch, MN DNR Lands & 
Minerals.  This survey shows the road to be located basically along the section line with a little variance towards the private 
land owners near the east end. 
 
Todd Christian, adjacent landowner, addressed the board and DNR regarding the survey of the road.  Mr. Christian stated 
that he had a private survey done which shows the road is actually on private land.  Mr. Kestner stated that there is a 
system to take both surveys and work to amend them to joint results.   
 
Tim Jagol, adjacent landowner, addressed the board regarding safety concerns for his family on his property due to the 
hunting allowed on the Prairie Smoke Dunes WMA.   
 
After much discussion regarding access to the WMA on the northern border, Mr. Kestner suggested a feasibility study to 
enhance access to the SNA, working together with the adjacent landowners, Commissioner Bommersbach and the DNR, 
also stating his commitment to work to get this issue resolved with agreement between all interested parties.   
 
Ms. Albrecht then readdressed the board concerning the acquisition of the Mark Larson property located in Section 19 and 
Section 29 of Sundal Township, a total of 468.7 acres.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt 
CR 10-19-2017-5 approving the State’s proposed land acquisition by DNR of the Mark Larson property in Sundal Township.  
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote three commissioners voted in favor, with Commissioners 
Bommersbach and Gunderson voting no.  The resolution passed on a 3-2 vote.   
 
At 12:30 p.m. Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, addressed the board with regard to a DNR ATV grant in the amount of $8,354.00.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to accept the DNR Off Highway Vehicle Safety Enforcement Grant for 2018-2019 in the 
amount of $8,354.00.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Jeremy then addressed the board with concerns for re-opening the jail, stating that Norman County had 18 violations from 
the Department of Corrections, and he has been working to get these violations resolved.  He is also in the process of 
getting his dispatcher/jailers the required training, each of them needing 120 hours of technical training.  He will also need 
a visitation room, which at one time he had been told NMPH would be relocating and he would be able to use some of their 
current space for this, however; now that has changed so he is trying to figure out another strategy to provide a visitation 
room.  Commissioner Jacobson asked just when they could expect that the jail would be re-opened, and Sheriff Thornton 
stated that he didn’t know at this point, but he was working to get all the violations resolved as well as work through 
getting the staff adequately trained before the DOC deadline of January 31, 2018.  Commissioner Bommersbach also asked 
Jeremy for the 2016 Sheriff’s Report.   



 
Chairman Gunderson asked if all commissioners had reviewed the bills as presented.   After further review, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the bills as presented with the addition of $1200.00 of beaver claim forms that were 
submitted after the bills were processed for presentation; which would be paid along with normal Friday bills:   
 
Road & Bridge - $ 7,123.91 Revenue - $ 25,499.03  Forfeited Property Tax - $ 760.50  
 
Building - $ 1,398.54  Public Health - $ 10,190.66  Solid Waste - $ 546.16 
 
County Ditch - $ 514.19   TOTAL:  $ 46,032.99 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Seeing there were no other matters before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:40 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


